Besides his interests in pediatric nephrology and pediatric transplantation, Bernd always stayed affiliated with the field of general pediatrics. He served in the council of the Austrian Society of Pediatrics (ÖGKJ), was representative of the ÖGKJ for medicines in children in UNEPSA (Union of National European Paediatric Societies and Associations), member of the EMEA Subgroup MEDICHILDREN and worked in the advisory board of the German Cancer Foundation. Among many other international activities, he was a member of the editorial board of five journals and contributed as a Section Editor Transplantation to our journal, Pediatric Nephrology.
Despite these multiple international obligations, one of Bernd's major commitments was the encouragement and support of young investigators and clinicians in pediatrics and pediatric nephrology. In his department in Innsbruck, he surrounded himself with a team of enthusiastic young investigators who quickly made original contributions in their specific fields of research. He was an outstanding teacher and mentor, devoted to training the next generation of clinicians and scientists. With his tremendous energy and his unpretentious and direct attitude, he guided his residents and fellows in their scientific and humanitarian approach towards the sick child. Abroad, he was respected and appreciated by his peers for his scientific curiosity, his enthusiasm, and his manifold accomplishments. He was never satisfied with previous achievements, but wanted to move the field forward with further research and innovation. He was a tireless worker, who sometimes took too less care of himself. We will commemorate him with great gratitude. His professional acumen, his wisdom, and cordial friendship will be greatly missed.
